II.   RESPONSE TO GEPA 417fa)

A.    Goals and Objectives

During FY 1983,  the Department's principal   objectives with   respect to this
program were:

o To provide discretionary grants to establish and operate Centers; for
Independent Living -- facilities offering a combination of rehabilita-
tion services In order that the severely handicapped may live more Inde-
pendently in family or community settings, or may be better able to secure
and maintain employment.

o To promote substantial Involvement of handicapped persons In policy direc-
tion and management of established Centers, and to promote employment of
handicapped persons 1n the Centers.

B.    Progress and Accomplishments

o In Fiscal Year 1983, the fourth year of operation of this program, awards
have been made to 74 grantees for operation 1n FY 84. Grantee types
are:

42 general State agencies
19 local organizations

9 State agencies for the blind

4 joint applications by general and blind agencies.

Forty-two of the State units have contracted with local  private non-profit
agencies to operate Centers; 156 sites receive support through this program.

o EvaluabiHty Assessment findings show that staff in Centers are predomi-
nantly disabled, and that program beneficiaries are Involved In policy
direction and management of established Centers.

C.    Costs, Benefits, and Effectiveness

Types of Benefits Provided: Grants average $250,000. Continuation appH-
catlons show that most projects have developed services specified in the
legislation. Many local sites focus on a single disability, for example,
mental retardation, impaired mobility, or physical disability. Centers have
Initiated direct services to clients or referrals of clients to other agencies,
and are working to Influence local communities to promote awareness of
handicapped special needs, and to provide curb cuts and accessible housing
and transportation.

Program Effectiveness: An Evaluabllity Assessment of this program found
that air projects were operational, with substantial agreement on program
goals. Further potential exists for Centers to provide Information to the
Department and to develop Information sharing systems. No national evalua-
tion system exists, but most projects are developing local evaluation systems.nts); and (8) Innovatlveness of approach (10 points).ation and services 1n areas with high concentrations
